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Located in Western Asia, Iraq has a very
narrow section of coastline on the Persian Gulf

IN BRIEF

Women in Iraq have not traditionally suffered the same
type of gender repression found in some other societies.
Earlier laws ensured education for girls, family rights, and the
right to serve in the government. However, present-day Iraq
is plagued by insecurity, transforming the situation for women
into a national crisis.

Assassinations and abductions are rampant. In what was
once a secular country, there are now threats to women who
drive, or don’t cover their hair.

Iragi women struggle to have a role in shaping Irag’s future
government, laws and policies — Women for Women International
is there to help.
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Learn more about our program in Irag at www.womenforwomen.org/iraq
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A typical Iragi woman'’s day starts

early in the morning, as she wakes
up around sunrise to bake, prepare
breakfast, and send her children off

to school.

During the day, she’ll clean her home,
do errands, and prepare lunch —in
addition to any home-based work
she can do to earn money, such as
cooking meals to sell at the local
market, or sewing. If she has
downtime, she'll visit her neighbors,
and they’ll drink tea and chat together.
In the evenings, she’ll help her children
with homework, and eat dinner —
usually rice and chicken — with

her family.
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