Rwanda

Located in central Africa
Rwanda is a small landlocked
country and supports the
densest population in
continental Africa.

IN BRIEF

The murder of over
800,000 people during
the 1994 genocide and
the displacement of
two million more left
Rwanda’s population
70% female. Up to
500,000 women and
girls were raped and
tortured as part of the
genocide. The impact is devastating - but Rwanda is rebuilding with the
leadership of its women.

Women won 49% of parliament seats in 2003 and as of the September
2008 elections, women control 56.25% of parliamentary seats. And
because of Rwandan women’s courage and willingness to speak, rape
is now being prosecuted as a war crime in the country, instead of a
third-degree crime, as before.

However, Rwandan women still need support: over one-third of
households are headed by women, and 80% of these are run by impover-
ished widows. Many women also adopt as many as 6 orphaned children,
treating every child like their own, as their president has asked. Women for
Women provides job skills training, health education and rights awareness
classes to help these women succeed and give themselves and their
families a hope for a better future.
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A message from
Berra Kabarungi
Country Director, Rwanda

| have had the pleasure of being
the Country Director in Rwanda
since 2004. From this time, | have
personally seen more than 24,000
women rebuild their lives after the
1994 genocide. All because of the
generosity and compassion of
people like you.

| am very proud of the
progress our program has made
and continues to make every day.
Women for Women International-
Rwanda has implemented a program
of direct financial assistance, rights
education, vocational skills training
and income-generating opportuni-
ties. In addition we work to improve
women'’s awareness about health and
nutrition by making sure that every
participant is trained in malaria
prevention and treatment.

And today, our graduation
ceremonies have become highly
celebrated community events
attended by local officials and
the media!

On behalf of the participants and
staff, thank you for all that you do.

Bova Kabasrmwngi

Learn more about our program in Rwanda at www.womenforwomen.org/rwanda



Clotilde
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Dear <Name>  Nshuti yange <Name>
How are you? Mumeze mute?

How is your Umulyango wawe
family? umeze ute?

Ushobora ku nyibwira

My name is . . Amazina yange ni ... (OR)
Nitwa . . .

am happy to
write you Nejejwe no kukwandikira

am thinking
of you Mpora ngutekereza

Thank You Urakoze

Goodbye Na’'hubutaha




