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Executive Summary

On 14th March 2026 in New York, Women for
Women International (WfWI) hosted a high-level
event on the sidelines of the 70th Session of the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), to
reflect and commemorate 25 years of impact of
the Women, Peace and Security agenda. This
policy brief distils the event’s discussions into
clear evidence for urgent, sustained action to
prioritise the Women, Peace and Security (WPS)
agenda and implementation framework in the
current global climate of escalating violent
conflicts and wars. Leyhmah Gbowee, Nobel
Peace Laureate and Founder and President of
the Gbowee Peace Foundation Africa, delivered
a keynote address at WfWI’s event which was
attended by over 100 guests including heads

of UN agencies, INGO and foundation leaders,
government ministers, and ambassadors as
well as corporate philanthropy leaders

of peace processes of partially fulfilled
exclude women
entirely

WPS commitments

Leymah Gbowee, our keynote speaker during our CSW side event.
Photo credit: Margarita Corporan

Twenty-five years after the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000), the Women,
Peace and Security agenda remains one of the most consequential global policy frameworks

for advancing gender equality, conflict prevention, and sustainable peace. Yet its transformative
potential remains largely unrealised. Violent conflict is increasing, authoritarianism is reshaping
governance, and there are coordinated and sustained attacks against women'’s rights worldwide.

The evidence is unequivocal: societies are more peaceful, resilient, and prosperous when women
meaningfully participate in peace processes, political decision-making, and economic life. However,
global implementation of WPS commitments has stalled and, in some contexts, reversed.

As the international system enters an era defined by geopolitical fragmentation, climate-change
induced crises/instability, technological disruption, and record levels of displacement, the WPS

agenda is still vital and relevant.

This policy brief assesses the state of WPS at its 25-year milestone, presents the data underpinning
its continued urgency, and outlines a renewed, evidence-based, and community-centred vision
capable of delivering impact at scale. It positions Women for Women International as a uniquely
credible actor to help shape the next phase of WPS through its proven programming to advance
WPS, grassroots partnership approaches, and global advocacy leadership.
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1.

THE STATE OF WOMEN,
Peace and Security

at 25 Years
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1.1

A world that is more @
violent, unequal,

and unstable

The global operating environment for
peace and security has deteriorated
significantly since the adoption of
UNSCR 1325 (as Women for Women
International has witnessed firsthand):

Global conflict levels reached their highest
point since World War Il; 56 state-based
conflicts recorded in 2023 double the
number in 2001, with this figure further
worsening in 2024 with a record of 61
state-based conflicts.

Women in fragile contexts are approx. 7.7
times more likely to live in extreme poverty;
72% of women surveyed in “From Asking

. to Action” consultations reported that a loss
of property and livelihood is the most common
According to UNHRC, an estimated 123.2 problem affecting women during outbreaks
million people are forcibly displaced of conflict.

worldwide, the highest level ever documented.

66% of the 6,636 women surveyed in Women

for Women International’s global “From

Asking to Action” consultations on WPS

across 14 conflict-affected countries reported

displacement affecting women in their .

communities.
Gender-based violence remains at an
alarming high, with one in three women
experiencing physical or sexual violence over
their lifetime; conflict environments markedly
intensify this risk — 97% of women surveyed in
“From Asking to Action” consultations
reported gender-based violence (GBV)
affecting women in their community,
compared to the global average of 35%.

Helping women survivors of war and conflict rebuild their lives.



1.2
Persistent Qj
Implementation

gaps

Despite near-universal rhetorical
endorsement of WPS principles,
implementation remains deeply
inadequate:

Less than 1% of global aid funding reaches
. women-led organizations.

Despite more than half (59%) of UN member
states adopting National Action Plans on
WPS as of 2025, implementation quality
varies widely.

In 2024, women made up only 7% of
. negotiators and 14% of mediators
in formal peace processes worldwide.
Women are excluded from approximately
87% of peace processes and, when included,
are frequently marginalised from meaningful
decision-making roles.

Recent peace processes, negotiations, and
agreement signings have notably excluded
women and civil society.

Helping women survivors of war and conflict rebuild their lives.
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1.3
Backlash and
shrinking civic space

Progress on WPS is increasingly
undermined by intentional backlash:

Women human rights defenders face
escalating threats, with 2023 marking record
levels of targeted killings, arbitrary detention,
and harassment.

In contexts such as Afghanistan, Myanmar,
Sudan, and parts of the Sahel, women’s
. rights have been systematically dismantled
through the codified restrictions on women'’s

Digital authoritarianism and online -3
mobility and reduced status.

harassment and violence are amplifying
gendered repression and silencing women'’s
voices in public discourse.

Organised and orchestrated attempts seek to
dilute or erase women's rights and gender
equality language from international
development discourse and consideration in
programming, diplomacy, or security.



1.4
WPS and Today's
Conflicts

Women, Peace and Security is even more
relevant today because the nature of conflict
has fundamentally changed in ways
traditional security models cannot address.

Modern wars are no longer fought solely The rise of Al-enabled misinformation and
on battlefields; they unfold in homes, digital repression has also created new
online spaces, informal economies, and theatres of conflict where women are
climate-stressed communities. uniquely vulnerable; targeted and silenced,

even as they remain uniquely effective for
Conflicts today are hyper-local and intel gathering as community truth-tellers
transnational at the same time, driven by and organisers.

criminal networks, extremist ideologies,
geopolitical gridlock, resource scarcity, and
digital manipulation.

These dynamics disproportionately destabilise

the social fabric that women hold together, As climate shocks intensify, women are often
making their exclusion from peace and the first to manage scarce resources, mediate
security efforts strategically irrational. local disputes, and sustain community

resilience roles that directly shape whether
tensions escalate into violence.

At the same time, armed actors increasingly
target women'’s bodies, mobility, and economic
agency as deliberate tools of warfare,
meaning any peace process that sidelines

women is negotiating while only considering In short, WPS is not a moral appeal;
half of the security reality. it is a modern security strategy that

aligns with how conflicts operate today.
Excluding women is not only unjust,

it is strategically unsound in a world

where stability depends on social cohesion,
trusted local leadership, and the ability

to navigate climate, digital, and economic
disruptions simultaneously.

Helping women survivors of war and conflict rebuild their lives.



1.5
Fight
desensitisation

The world must not allow itself to become

desensitised to the brutal, gendered realities
of modern conflict. Wars today are waged not

only with weapons but with the bodies,
dignity, and futures of women and girls.

Sexual violence is used systematically to
terrorise communities, displacement tears
apart women’s economic and social anchors,
and the collapse of services leaves them
carrying the full burden of survival with
almost no protection. When these harms
become normalised—reduced to statistics,
muted by fatigue, or overshadowed by
geopolitical narratives—we risk erasing the
humanity of those who suffer most and
undermining the moral and strategic urgency
of action. Indifference is not neutral; it is
complicity.

The global community must resist the
drift toward numbness and reaffirm
that the lives, rights, and leadership

of women and girls in conflict zones
are not collateral damage but a central
measure of our collective humanity

and security.

Helping women survivors of war and conflict rebuild their lives.



2.

WHY WOMEN, PEACE AND
SECURITY STILL MATTERS:

The Evidence




2.1
Women's participation i
strengthens peace

durability

Peace agreements are 35% more likely to
last at least 15 years when women

participate in peace processes.

The inclusion of women'’s civil society
organisations reduces the likelihood that
peace agreements will fail by 64%.

2.2

Gender equality
as a predictor
of stability

Countries with higher levels of gender The status of women is a more reliable
equality are less likely to experience predictor of state stability than its GDP,
civil war and less likely to resort regime type, or religious composition.

to military force.

Helping women survivors of war and conflict rebuild their lives.



2.3
Economic empowerment &
as conflict prevention

Closing gender gaps in labour-force “Improving education and job opportunities”
participation could add an estimated $12 was the top response (59%) from women
trillion to global GDP. surveyed in “From Asking to Action” when

asked about the most effective measure for

responding to and preventing conflict and

insecurity. The second highest response (58%)
. was “promoting gender equality and women’s
rights”, reinforcing both economic
empowerment and gender equality as
predictors and drivers of stability.

Women reinvest up to 90% of their
income in their families and communities,
reinforcing resilience in fragile contexts.

2.4
WPS &
climate resilience

Women are disproportionately affected Countries with higher levels of women'’s
by climate shocks yet play critical roles political participation adopt more ambitious
in adaptation, natural resource and effective climate policies.

management, and community resilience,
as demonstrated in Women for Women
International’s own 2024 research,
“Cultivating a More Enabling
Environment”.

O% 1
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3.

A RENEWED VISION
For the Next 25 Years

of WPS



The security landscape of 2050 will continue to be shaped by
climate-induced displacement, urban conflict, digital warfare,
Al-enabled misinformation, rising extremism, widening
inequality and fragile democratic institutions.

To remain fit for purpose, implementation of the WPS agenda
must evolve and global commitments must be redoubled.

£L
We cannot continue to understate the

investment in Women, Peace and Security work.
But that investment should be at the local
level because women at the local level,
they have creativity. They know exactly
what is needed for them. 77

Leymah Gbowee, Founder & President,
Gbowee Peace Foundation Africa

Helping women survivors of war and conflict rebuild their lives.



Key shifts required

3.1
From participation
to power

Beyond presence at negotiation tables
toward real influence over decisions,
budgets, and institutions.

3.3
Integration across
policy domains

WPS must be embedded within climate
action, digital governance, and economic
justice frameworks rather than being
siloed or treated as a peripheral agenda.

3.2

Sustained investment

and financing transformation
enabling grassroots

women'’s leadership

Local women'’s organisations are first
responders and long-term peacebuilders
yet remain chronically underfunded.
Innovative finance, blended capital,

and gender-lens investing are essential
to scaling women'’s leadership in fragile
and conflict-affected states.

3.5
Enforceable
accountability

Voluntary commitments towards WPS
are insufficient; measurable targets,
financing benchmarks, and independent
monitoring are essential.

3.4
Political will
and partnerships

Advancing the Women, Peace and
Security (WPS) agenda requires more
than a well-crafted National Action

Plan (NAP). Translating commitments on
paper into meaningful progress demands
sustained political will and policy
engagement, including active support

for WPS benchmarks and collaboration
with civil society to resist backlash.

\ g
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4

WHY WOMEN FOR WOMEN
INTERNATIONAL

Is Uniquely Positioned
to Lead on WPS



Women for Women International combines

grassroots credibility and partnership with global
advocacy influence - an increasingly rare and
necessary capability within the WPS ecosystem.

4.1 Demonstrated

impact at scale

4.2 Deep operational
presence in fragile contexts

More than 616,000 women supported in
conflict-affected contexts. Independent
evaluations of our work show sustained gains
in income, social empowerment, household
decision-making, and reductions in GBV
tolerance.

4.3 Trusted partner to

governments and
multilateral institutions

W{WI operates where WPS is most urgent,
including, Afghanistan, the DRC, South Sudan,
Iraq, Nigeria, and Rwanda, providing
grounded insights into the realities of
conflict-affected women'’s lives and driving
evidence-based programmatic approaches
and policy priorities.

4.4 Bridging
grassroots readlities
and global policy

W{W] is recognised for its robust data and
monitoring systems, survivor-centred
programming, strong safeguarding practices,
and effective partnerships with UN agencies,
donors, coalitions, and local women'’s
networks.

4.5 Leadership in

innovative financing

With expertise in gender-lens investing and
impact finance, WfW!| is positioned to pioneer
new funding models that shift power and
resources to women on the frontlines of
peacebuilding.

\ g

WT{WI translates lived experience into
actionable policy advocacy, ensuring global
frameworks reflect real needs, not abstract
commitments.

£ ‘We need to break the hold
of poverty on women.
As long as women are poor,
there's no agency. There's
no decision- making. 77

Thelma Ekiyor,
International CEO,
Women for Women International
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E N
STRATEGIC
RECOMMENDATIONS



For Governments
and Multilateral Institutions

Introduce mandatory financing o
benchmarks for WPS (For instance, Protect civic space
allocating at least 15% of ODA and safeguard women
to gender-responsive initiatives). human rights defenders.
Guarantee women'’s full, equal, Integrate WPS analysis and
and meaningful participation in all priorities across climate, digital
UN and member state facilitated governance, and economic
peace and security processes. policy frameworks.

For Donors
and Philanthropic Actors

Provide long-term, flexible Invest in innovative financing
funding to grassroots women- mechanisms that scale
led organisations. women'’s leadership.

Strengthen and expand data
systems to track WPS
implementation and outcomes.

17
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For Women for Women

Internationa

Expand leadership development
and economic empowerment
programmes.

Intensify global advocacy
on WPS policy and
financing reform.

Build and leverage coalitions linking
grassroots women to regional and
global decision-making spaces.

Pilot and scale innovative

financing vehicles for women'’s
resilience and peacebuilding.

Lead research at the

governance and financing,

intersection of WPS, climate

and digital agency and rights.

18
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A Call to Action

The WPS agenda is not the source of failure; rather, shortcomings lie in political commitment and
the implementation of its principles. The evidence base for WPS has never been stronger.
WPS is not a “soft” agenda; it is a core security, economic, and resilience strategy.

The current global crisis landscape makes it clear that peace and security are not peripheral
issues. The next 25 years of the Women, Peace and Security agenda will determine whether
the international community advances toward greater equality and stability or descends further
into fragmentation and violence.

The single ask

The evidence is clear: investing in women is among the
most effective strategies for building peace, strengthening
economies, and safeguarding human rights.

Women for Women International, alongside its civil society partners in 17 conflict-affected contexts,

stands ready to provide the implementation evidence base and grassroots accountability networks
required to make that commitment real.

The world cannot afford another quartercentury of unfulfilled commitments.

The moment demands bold, well-financed, and evidence-driven action now.

In Solidarity,

T

Thelma Ekiyor
International CEO
Women for Women International

\-g
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